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Chiinis 1-36 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
NaKa&avva ct al, (United States Patent 5,819,295. hereinafter "Nakagawa") and in view of Trcdc 
ct al, (United States Patent 5,873,103, hereinafter "Trede"). 

The present invention provides for a structured WorkFoIder for organixing electronic 
documents in a self-contained data repository. The Workl-oldcr comprises sections for grouping 
related documents, and slot-reserving placeholders for indicating documents expected to be 
placed ill the WorkFoIder. 

Ill the present invention, a Placeholder 24 is defined as a slot that has been reserved for 
one or more specie documents not yet created or received. When Uie WorkFoIder is used to 
organize documents for a given work item, the presence of the Placeholder 24 within the 
Workl'oldor indicates to the user that specific documents arc expected to be created and stored 
there. (Sec Specification page 7, lines 4-12 and Figs. 1-2), 

Amended Ba.ie Claim 1 of the present iiivejition recites "...placeholders within said 
workfoldcr, each placeholder being a respective slot that lias been resei-ved for new documents 
expcctc<l to be added to said workfolder via said placeholder, where each placeholder includes... 
a deadline clement having a triggering condition field... and an indicated time period..." 

To cslfiblish a prima facie case of obviousness 1) all claim limitations must bo taught or 
susigealcd; 2) some teaching, motivation or suggestion to combine must be present in a person of 
ordiimry skill in the art or in cited references; and 3) there must be a reasonable expectation of 
success.' The Office Action at hand states that Nakagawa does not teach "space-reserving 
])hiccholdcrs or a contents node." The Office Action ftirther states that Trede teaches "spacc- 
vescrving placeholders and a contents node." The Office Action further states "it would have 



' In fo Vac ck. 947 F.2d 488. 20 USPDQ2d 1438 (Fed. Cir. 1991). 
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bccn obvious 10 one having ordinary skill in tlie art at the linac Uic invention was rvxdc to use 
sjiacc-rcscrving placeholders and to have a contents node by incorporating tlie teachings of 
Nakagawa in I'rcdc because this facilitates the use of holding a place in a hierarchical file system 
of foldei-s for numaging cleclrouic documents when old versions of documents are stored or 
moved." Applicants respond accordingly. 

The Ofnce Action observes Nakagawa does not teach, "space-reserving placeholders" or 
a "coutcnls node." 'Ihe term "placeholder" in Trcde has a different meaning then the term 
"phiceholder" in the present invention, hi Tredc, the term "placeholder" denotes a data file, 
whereas in the present invention the term "placeholder" denotes a slot or reserved space. (Col. 2, 
lilies 11-12, Trcde). The Trcde placeholder entry (data file) is written when an existing file is 
moved from one place to another, to Trede. the placeholder entiy (data file) contains "migration 
infoi motion" about the moved file. The placeholder entiy (data file) allows the user to locate the 
moved file using the migration information stored in the placeholder entry (data file). (Col. 4, 
lines 33-47, Tredc). 

Further, Trede's data management system provides the capability to move and/or copy the 
placeholder files (data files) from one file server volume to another file server volume, even if 
the destination file server volume resides on a different file server. The moving and/or copying 
of placeholder files (data files) allows conlimicd tracking and user access of files having 
migration infonnation stored in the placeholders (data files). Tl»c moving and/or copying of 
placeholder files (data files) does not imply or suggest present invention's rcsemng a slot 
ill a workfoldcr prior to creating and storing new documents within the slot (space) of the 
WorkFoldcr. (Col. 12, lines 32-39. Trcde). Restated, the data file system of Trcde could be used 
with the present invention. In that instance, when a structured WorkFoldcr ofthc present 
invention is moved from one memory location to anoUier. the Trcde system writes concsponding 
ioration infonnation in a data file entry (Trede's jjlaceholdcr). Using the migration information 
riucn in the Trcde style data files, an end user is able to locate the invention WorkFolder and its 



nil 
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coutents (i.e.. existing documents atitVor the invention slot-reserving placchoUlers which indicate 
future expected dociime.Us). If various such WorkFolders resided on multiple file sci-vers. the 
Trcdc data files would be moved and/or copied onto the different file servers to provide 
migration information across the file servers. Throughout the foregoing, the invention 
placclioldcrs within a given WorkFoldcr are treated synonymously to existing documents for the 
purposes ofthc Tredc data file system and migration information therein. Thus, when a new 
docunicnt is? placed in a placeholder (of Applicants' invention) of a WorkFolder, the migration 
infoimalion of Trcde's system continues to track location ofthc WorkFoldcr. As such, nothing 
oflho Trcdc system provides for, serves as, teaches, implies or suggests the slot-reserving 
placeholders of the present invention. 

Since all the limitations of Amended Base Claim 1, including "...placeholders within said 
workfoldcr, each placeholder being a respective slot that has been reserved for new documents 
expected to be added to said workfolder via said placeholder," are not taught, suggested or 
otherwise made obvious by cited art (Nakagawa and Trede). now Amended Base Claim 1 is 
believed to be patently distinguishable over the cited art. Therefore, it would have not been 
obvious to one ofordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
Naliagawa with the teachings of Trede to form the invention of Amended Base Claim 1. 
Therefore, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of the rejection of Amended Base Claim 1 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) 

The above rcmarlcs regarding Amended Base Claim 1 also apply to dqjcndenl claims 2- 
27 by villus of tiw fact, that if an independent claim is unobvious under 35 U.S.C. 103, then aiiy 
clnini depending therefrom is unobvious. Therefore, Applicant's respectfully request the 
wilhdrawftl of the rejection of claims 2-27 under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 
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Wilh respect to claims 28-31, the Office Aciioti states "these claims have been rejected 
for similar rationale given for claims 1, 2, 18, and 22. Applicants respond accordingly. 

As discussetl above, neither Nakagawa or Trcde imply, suggest or othciwise make 
obvious "a placelioldor within said workfolder, the placeholder being a slot that has been 
reserved for new documents expected to be linked to said workfolder" as in Uie present invention 
of Amended Base Claim 28. Rather, as discussed above, Trcdc's placeholder denotes existing 
d ni.i fil es for holding migration informaiion and not a slot (sijacc) as m the present invention, 
turlher, Trcdc's moving and/or copying of placeholder files (existing data files) teaches away 
from the present invention's creating and storing new documents within a slot (space) of the 
WorkFolder reserved by a placeholder. 

Since all liie limitations of Amended Base Claim 28, including "a placeholder within said 
workfolder, the placeholder being a slot that has been reserved for new documents expected to be 
linked to said workfolder," arc not taught, sugge.3led or otherwise made obvious by cited art 
(Nakagawa and Trcde), Amended Base Claim 28 is believed to be patently distinguishable over 
the cited art. I hereforc, il would have not been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify Nakagawa with the teachings of Trede to form the 
invention of Amended Base Claim 28. Therefore, Applicants respectfully request withdrawal of 
the rcjoclion of Amended B;ise Claim 28 under 35 U.S-C. 103(a) 

The above remarks regarding Amended Base Claim 28 also apply to dependent claims 
29-36 by virtue of the fact, that if an independent claim is unobvious under 35 U.S.C. 103, then 
any claim depending therefrom is unobvious. Therefore. Applicant's respcctAilly request the 
withdrawal of the rejection of claims 29-36 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claim 37 has been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103 (a) as being unpatentable over Trcde. 
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Amendcd Base Claim 37 of the present iuveiilion recites "...creating at least one 
placeholder vvilhin said workfoldcr, the placeholder being a slot that has been reserved for new 
docuineiils which may or may not exist at the time of workfoldcr crenlion and are expected to be 
linked to said workfolder via said placeholder." 

As discussed above. Trede docs not imply, suggest or otherwise make obvious "creating 
at least one placeholder wilhin said workfolder. the placeholder being a slot that has been 
reserved for new documents which way or may not exist at tlic time of workfolder creation and 
are cxpcclcd lo be linked to said workfolder via said placeholder" as in the present invention of 
Amended Base Claim 37. Rather, as discussed above, Trede's placeholder denotes existing dMS 
files for hol<Hng mignttion information and not a slot (space) as in the present invention. Further, 
Trede's moving and/or copying of placeholder files (data files) teaches away from (he present 
iiivejilion's creating and storing new documents wilhin a space of the WorkFolder reserved by a 
placclioklcr. 

Since all the limitations of Amended Base Claim 37, including "...creating at least one 
placeholder within said workfolder, the placeholder being a slot that has been rcscived for new 
documents which may or may not exist at the time of workfolder creation and are expected to be 
linked to said workfoldcr via said placeholder," arc not taught, suggested or otherwise made 
obvious by cited art (Trede), Amended Base Claim 37 is believed to be patently distinguishable 
over the cited art. Therefore, Applicants rcspeclfully request withdrawal of the rejection of 
Amended 13asc Claim 37 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 38-58 have been rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) a-s being unpatentable over 
Trede in view of Nakagawa. The rejection is respectfully traversed. 

Since Claims 38-58 are dependent on Amended Base Claim 37, the above remarks 
regarding Amended Base Claim 37 also apply to dependent claims 38-58 by virtue of the fact, 



Received from<1 978341 0136 > at 7131102 4:09:27 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 



JUL-31-2002 WED 04:06 PM HB^ 



FAX NO. 1 9^41 0136 



P. 15 



09/136,244 



llial if an indcpculcnt claim is imobvious under 35 U.S.C. 103, then any claim depending 
therefrom is uuobvious. Therefore, Applicmit's respectfully request the withdrawal of the 
rejection of claims 38-58 under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

CONCLUS ION 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is believed that all pending claims 
(Claims 1-13 and 1 5-58) are i n condition for allowance, and it is respectfully requested that the 
application be passed to issue. If the Examiner feels that a telephone conference would expedite 
prosecution of this case, the Examiiier is invited to call the undersigned at (978) 341-0036. 



Respcctftilly submilled. 



HAMILTON, BROOK, SMITH & REYNOLDS, P.C. 




Mary Lou Wakimura 
Registration No. 31,804 
Telephone: (978) 341-0036 
Facsimile: (978) 341-0136 



Concord, MA 01742-9133 



Dated: 67'>/'^/(5^ 
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MA R KRD T ) P VER SION AMENDMENTS 
[najm_Anionte}tUMcj: 3XCJLUi^^ 

1 (Four times amended) A computer readable memory having a plurality of storage 

locations for storing re^cords in the computer readable memory, said memory comprising: 

at least one stmclurcd workfolder for storing and organizing electronic documents 
wliicli said documents may or may not exist at the time of workfolder creation; 

said workfolder containing a contents node for storing primary data, said contents 
node containing one or more [space-reserving] placeholders within said workfolder, each 
placeholder being a respective slot th at has hecnrgservcd for new documents expected to 
be added to said workfolder via said placeholder[.], wherein each pl.acchoMtarindiuic^^^ 
fihlj?jriJ222]LL9. ^^'^'^-^ ^ primary data docum ent can later he linked and_adeadlL»c 
fl£!lVCniJ:2Y;r2Jlir'.El!".'''"? '-'^"d ltion field for stori ng a IritiQcrine event and anjiidjcatcd 
t^iinrjirrinrl iTlali"^ 1" ^h" »^^nn-p"''ft nFsaid tripfcrine event. 

9. (Amended) The memory of claim 1, wherein said placeholder fiurther comprises a name 
IltjUl for indicating the data content of the document to be placed in the workfoldcr[ and a 
file object hook to which a primary data document can later be linked]. 

! 0. (Amended) The memory of claim 1 , wherein said placeholder further comprises a field 
containing limits on at least one of the file name and file type of a primaiy data document 
which can be linked to said placeholder. 

13. (Amended) The memory of claim 1, wherein [said placeholder fmthcr comprises a] the 
deadline clement further inelud[ing]cs a field indicating [a] the time period for taking a 
particular action associated with said placeholder. 
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20, (Anictided) Tlie memoiy of claim 1 8, wherein said task clement fui ther comprises a (ask 
deadline clement including a field for indicating a tune period for performing said 

pai ticidar task. 

2 1 , (Amended) The memory of claim 20, wherein said tfisk dead line clcmenl further 
comprises a Iriggciing condition field for storing a task triggering event and said 
iiuticatcd time period for pft rfomiing the nart i cnlar task is relative to the occiirrencc of 
said lask triggering event. 



28. (Four times Amended) A computer readable memory having a plurality of storage 

location.s for storing records in the computer readable memoiy, said memory comprising: 

a template used to create one or more structured workfolders for storing and 
organizing electronic documents; 

for eac)\ stmclurcd workfolder, said template containing a contents node; 

said contents node containing a [space-reserving] placeholder within said 
workfolder, the placeholder being a sim ihat has been reserved for new documents 
expected to be linked to said workfolder, which said documents may or may not exist at 
the time of workfolder creation, said documents being Imkablc subsequent to their 
creation to said workfolder via said placclioldcr in said workfolder[.],_jvliereit}Jl3£ 
pliicehol dcr incUi cics a file obiect h ^"'^ t" ^"^'^^ pHmarv data document can later bo 
linWvi nnH -A AMA\\ nc element having a trigg ering Cpn_dit.ioiLfieMJfi]LSl^^ 
LmiLnoiijm'j-'jjr^^'''' ^'""^ r"'''^'' occurrence of said trigfiedng_eygijt^ 

37. (Four limes amended) A method of crealing in a computer readable memory a structured 
workfolder for organizing electronic documents comprising the steps of: 

creating a structured workfolder root node, said root node containing a contents 
node for storing prinaary data therein; and 

creating at least one [space-reserving] placeholder within said workfolder, the 
phiccholder being a slot that h as been.rcgcrygd for new documents which may or may not 
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exist at the lime of workfolder creation and <ire expected lo be linked to said workfoldcr 
via said plncGho1dcr[.], wh erein the p lar.ehnlde r includes a file object liook to wh jdLa 
pri mary data d ocu ment can later be linked and a deadline ele m ent having a t rjggcving 
gniulitio n field for stori nt? a triggerin g cvp-nt and an indicated lime period relalivo toJbc 
QCCiijTcnce o f said Irittge ringgyepL 

43. (Amended) The method of claim 37, wherein the step of creating said at least one 
placeholder further comprises the step[s] of providing a name for said placeholder lo 
indicate ihe data content of a document to be placed in said workfoldcr[; and providing a 
file object hook in said placeholder to wliich said document can be linked]. 

47. (Amended) The method of claim 37, [further comprising] wherein the step of creating [a] 
sjid at lea st one placeholder including the deadline element further includ[ing]es creating 
a field indicating [a] llic time period for taking a particular action associated with said 
placeholder. 

53. (Amended) llic method of claim 51, further comprising (be step of providing a task 
deadline clement associated witli a particular task contained in said tasks data clement, 
said task deadline element including a field for indicating a time period for performing 
.<5aid particular lj\sk. 
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